Hart’s well-timed
again, working in
local community

B Former Olympic gold
medial sprinter is focnsing
an area's youth
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Andirew Torves was gefiog medy
to sinn ks elnas an running oo
agilty ot fhe Commimady Yosith
Center when he was xshied il he
hnew il ldstory behimd his o
wtriscior, Fddlie Harl,

Turres furmesl ioward o wall
betshaimd By anal paoinied wiih hia
inebex finger 1o a pecder, “Yeah, |
o™ b= saaicd, 20w all vigh teere®

ar, pdvertElng an up-
coming climic, comrectly identi-
fied Harl as an m}ﬂrgln gn-]d
pesdalied. A far as all
maiion bing rght therg -, well,
aot by a los EG

Hart, 8 1067 Pitlsbaerg High
graduate, came walking up lo
'I];:;ﬁ el mLEuhim lullslarl m

around the gym along
a group of aboud 16 youngsiors.
Flexles af datied 1asi’s sherl,
almest ary style habreual, Al
though dredsed i a sweal sult,
Hart carricd an Iir-l.rl'-ﬂ.ill'mtli}r..

Huaw, 57, is an exper! in mun.
pdag and Hvlog, For a time L
1972, he was the workl's fhater
human, tyng the wardd record
fior i NP meisters with & 9, 9500
and winn
Qlymple Trials ln Eugene, Cre.

He alan hecime an Olymple
guold madalisl that year when he
anchored the United Stntes” 400-
fetes relay ieam i Munich, Ger
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Burt Heert nkso received a crsh
course In ndversity dierlng ihoee
sami  Mympics when U5,
I]l}'u'r i Team ad=isfand coach
Sian Welghd lmel the wrong e
for the iralp and broagh) Han
and Tellow LY. apertsier Hey
P prsenz Tdr A vk ofoes Ched
dpinilea o] coois T bean nn,

s all v (m iy memsny,”

{formanos ot the o

sabd Duve Mappard, who ps Col's
head track cosch ovruiod Hnn
o Berls anid 35 years iglo e

izl him oo Munich after
taking the jol as Cal's sibhloic o
roctar,

“Sron would pick ihe
sprinters andd go o woerk o
eveay day,” Maggard sl -
clie lpplgedd remencoos. | thoasin
Y biael @ el el Do win (e
gl el =

That chanee never came.

1 wiis siftlng In the Ohmpde
rﬂ:l'.linm the day al the iriake,”

rel saicl. “The [0 nweters

v conmingl wp and B did

|| I s Bilekle, They startedl tha
evenl jusi s Eddle and e oih-
ers came walliing lnte the sia-
i, Pandemonium brodo oum,”

Hart and Mobinson were dis-
qualified.

T macis wanied someans fo
tdarme amd Wright was offorod as
e culprit, o woboed laly
dispicamre with Wiight. Har siid

his coach, and -
1 o thie Oiymipic ﬁllugu

“I boved Stan Wright,” Hart
said. “He was my fricnd. There
have never hl.-enam [ foedings.
I am -'pypmm:. son. The wiy 1

Err:w you don’t paint fingers,
pl{i uplh-u 'pdm ani mme

: :I:nn‘ léaﬂ_n. l-ﬂ'; af Pr_lji;fﬁ i
pick up during these Olympic
Eamed, Ty uﬂ]Emt::hn s gl
melal in the dx 10 pieler

amel hagl i refores
“I8 wies emillgg U Jued huspe
poned g me,” Had said, *1 irined
iy whinde lills for somadbhing andd
thien | slom iheosigh 31, Things
hajapen b everyons. 10wl just
et (hes ey was in ey news
puspres do e win b (il nesd day.

=l was a strange thing to deal
withe. | know how to lose and [
conskdes mysedl o grncious loser.
1 got back to may room, god in the
showar and cricd for an hour amd
a half. 1 efther noedod v oommdt
gitcide or move on.”

Maggard came knucking on



15 door later that day.

*1 juai gnid, "Let's you and 1 go
1 dinner, '™ skl “What
lumppened was i bt 1
uﬁndhhtnmﬂuhnﬂﬂlhﬂ
uhmlmﬂumldmuhl‘

Hart did come back 1o win a
gold, even if it waen't the indi-
vidual medal he wamicd s50
m.mm fcver did bad-
anyone for his dsqualifi-
cation.

“Imagine going through
rest of :.rmﬁ‘l.]l'.e imwlng wll
missed that kind of opporhanily™

_f*ﬁi”*

mwnmmmmaﬂaﬁmwm bet they might not ba awam of the Ohympss adversity that he enchred,

said i, now the Univer-
au'_-.lnd'I owsdon's athletic dives-
toa. “Mobody could have handled
It the vy Eddie did, To this disy,
I pet tears in my oypes thinking
ot 1"

After an outstanding prep ca-
reer ml High, Hart ai-
tended Contra Costa Caollege,
whitre lbe biossamed as o rommer,
He was then recruited to Cal by
blaggard, who was batiling San
Jnse Stafe, ther known as Spood
City for the number of sprinters

the school producod,
“1 told Eddie that 1 couldn’t

r]-wl:u'm!dm;:rmhim,.htﬂm
wtld hlmmrham amml

s

something not

all the administrators  and

coaches from the ULE. Olymple
R e in meenit with

Al the LS. e rrmining

in Oslo, Noremy, Maggnod

fini his duwties s started fo

bt homie whven @ progs of of-

ficials confronded him, At (he

time, Hart waore & bige Afo,

“I mwemember some of the

conchon gaying (o me, "Oh my

fosh, whal are we I,ui[“ 1o iy

nl:nr?' Maggnrd Akl

What dis pou mean?” They wene

“Wha are we gadig 1o do

abonil Eddie Han® He could be 2

problem. He has that big Alro."
"I told them that 1 didn’t wani
to hear it Eddie was one of ihe
prodtest poople wou couldd e
mect.”
it pemermbers Uil isol dvery.
oo wanied fo gel close fo him.
“Honye peaple like 1o fomas on

" differences rather than similac.

thes,” he sald, *IF you nre going
to live in this warld, mre
img Lo e exposad fo thal ki
thing.™

[i's one of the lessons he
passes along o his shedaonis

CYC's Mick Schwneicken con-
vinced Hart to toach o running
clrzs in January of 25

“Eddie Hart was a bere of
mineg,” sa1d Schweickert, who
e up in Pittshorg, “Wien you
grow up there, you hear aboul
the bepands of John Henry Jolin-
zom, Kon Simonlon and FEédae
Hurt, Whenever 1 beand aboul
Eildic, #t was all good, He gat a
Il o rsspestt Bechie e wasnd
i hamichdiehanal. He buis grost val-
wes and he also has donsa a log
for his chmanunity,”

Harl, whao has coached mck
o Coll nnd on e commiumity cod-
lege level, teaches a CY'C class
that draws both sertous and
recreational mEnners.

"Half the kids in the closs
probabdy don’t roakize who heis,”
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Sehweickent said, "But be is a
running guru ond he also pro-
vl Akl e Wi aglod
bikem 1o Tl o adlser enacdsss, He
b= & teacher of teachers."

I's pent Bikoedy thal any af the
sk i Hart's CY'C cliss will win
an Dlympéc gold medal, or éven
& high schoenl ehamplonship,
EJ’.‘.";:LF“‘" s ey o g

o thoy can
their ariuletse endesven.

=1 can lahe Ay hael anel 1w
prove: his speed,” Harl said. “In
8 perennt of them, | can im-
g Lhedi spesad afier [ust look-
ing al them, They do nat have o
conrdlinated effort. Thelr hody
lean is wrong.

A 100-meler rsoe kg lidoe a
abrmmiz, Wikhin that 11hssooncd pe
riosl ool Ui, i 05 ko & pearackhion
I's the sams thing godng o &
symphony or a play. i yoo ame
walching Shakespears, {fn it
don't have tha or informa-
iy, o weon't pastamd it."

Hurt widorstands that works
Ing in his commundcy i his call-

J'“\‘.‘I.t'-'.i i just sbowt renoing,®
hs said, "It ahowl pealding young
people. Maost of these kids are
good, Mul "8 casy to malks a
w i, K's & procarioues rosd,
tmnmdlﬁu's iy
theese kids ame important fo me.”
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